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OPCW
= Implementing body for the Chemical Weapons Convention,
= Oversees the global endeavour to permanently and verifiably eliminate chemical weapons.

OPCW by the Numbers

• 193 States committed to the Convention (CWC)

• 98% of the global population live under the protection of the Convention 

• 100% of the chemical weapons stockpiles declared by possessor States have 
been verifiably destroyed
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OPCW
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OPCW
Scientific Advisory Board



Scientific Advisory Board (SAB)
SAB is made up of 25 independent experts from OPCW Member States

Role

• Assess and report to the Director-General developments in scientific and 
technological fields that are relevant to the Convention. 

• SAB provides advice on technical matters related to the implementation of the 
Convention, including on co-operation and assistance to the Technical Secretariat.
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SAB Temporary Working Group
„On Chemical Forensics“

6https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2024/03/Science%20for%20Diplomats%20Presentation%20-%20Chem-ecting%20the%20dots-the%20world%20of%20chemcial%20forensics.pdf



SAB Temporary Working Group
„On Analysis of Biotoxins“

7https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023/04/Analysis%20of%20Biotoxins%20Final%20Report.pdf



SAB Temporary Working Group
„On Investigative Science and Technology“

8https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/SAB/en/TWG_Investigative_Science_Tech_Questions.pdf



SAB and „Artificial Intelligence“
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AI could offer many benefits to the OPCW's work, helping to achieve its mission of a 
world free of chemical weapons

RABAT, Morocco

October 2024

Conference 

• Highlighted the 

transformative potential of AI 

in advancing the peaceful 

uses of chemistry, and 

strengthening chemical 

safety and security. 

• Recognised the threats and 

challenges that the misuse 

of AI may pose to the object 

and purpose of the CWC, 

including the potential use of 

AI by non-state actors and 

terrorist groups.
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OPCW
Advisory Board on Education and Outreach



Advisory Board on Education and 
Outreach (ABEO)

ABEO is made up of 15 independent experts from OPCW Member States

Role

• ABEO provides specialised advice in areas of education and outreach relevant 
to the OPCW’s mandate. 

• ABEO identifies global education and outreach activities.

• ABEO goal is to make education materials accessible to audiences in order to 
benefit the broadest range of target stakeholders.
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ABEO
Enhancing understanding of the work of the OPCW through education 
materials for students, educators, civil society, and policymakers
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Advisory Board 
on Education and Outreach 
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Temporary Working Group (TWG) on e-learning

OPCW Modules for Universities

Strategic plan



ABEO
3 e-Learning Modules for Universities

Objective: raise awareness of the OPCW and its mission first and foremost among 
professors and, through them, among students at universities 

Three e-Learning modules to be made available to professors and other teaching 
staff at universities, notably in scientific disciplines and social sciences

• Module 1: The OPCW and its Mission 

• Module 2: History of Chemical Weapons; What are Chemical Weapons?

• Module 3: Chemical Safety, Security & Ethics 

15

Available at: 

https://learn.opcw.org/pluginfile.php/3768/mod_resource/content/1/Educator%2

0Resources%20-%20OPCW%20Modules%20for%20Universities.pdf



ABEO: OPCW Modules for Universities
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Content

Topics

• Case studies

• Learning outcomes

• Learn more about …

• Stop and Think / 

    Topics for discussion

• Short test



ABEO: OPCW Modules for Universities
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ABEO: OPCW Modules for Universities
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ABEO
Strategic Plan



ABEO Strategic Plan
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Proposal of Strategies

1. Cultivate strategic partnerships

2. Improve the reach of OPCW’s e-learning activities

3. Chemical Safety Curriculum Integration

4. Develop a “Bluebook” of Relevant Experts and Institutions

5. Public Awareness Campaigns

6. Capacity Building for First Responders

7. Youth Engagement and Innovation

8. Translation of Tools and Materials into OPCW Official Languages

9. Enhance Knowledge, Expertise, and Skills of States Parties
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Capacity Building for First Responders
Role of the Population Protection Institute



Population Protection Institute
Capacity-Buiding & Educational Project for First 
Responders in East-African Region

• Started in 2014 as a part of the OPCW programme “Strengthening chemical 
emergency response, planning and management for the EAC Partner States“

• Operational training for first responders aimed at chemical response

• Training methodology developed by Population Protection Institute (Czech 
Republic)

• Participants from Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, DRC

• Financial and technical support: CZE + UK

• Training locality: Uganda, Jinja (military centre URDCC)

• Trainings annualy (except Covid-19) from 2016 
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Locality: Jinja, Uganda
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Equator

Equator



Photos from Operational Training in Uganda
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Example of team development: Instructor and assistant 
instructor explain sampling procedure to participants 

under supervision of EAC expert (Jinja 2023) 



OPCW – The Hague Award
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To preserve the legacy of the Nobel Peace Prize (OPCW awarded in 2013), the 

OPCW established the „OPCW-The Hague Award“ in collaboration with the 

Municipality of The Hague in 2014.

PPI received the OPCW-The Hague Award for significant contributions to achieving 

a world free of chemical weapons in 2022
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New APB (Assistance and Protection Branch)
OPCW Strategy
Educational Events for First Responders 



New APB OPCW Strategy
ASSISTANCE AND PROTECTION TRAINING CYCLE 
(2024 – 2025)
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1. Online Foundation Course / July 2024

2. Hands-On Basic Course / October 2024, 
Germany

3. Online Course on the Emergency Response 
Guidebook (ERG), CAMEO Chemicals, and 
Incident Command System (ICS) / March 
2025 

4. Hands-On Integrated Advanced Course 
and Exercise / May 2025, PPI, Czechia

5. Follow-Up Seminar / June 2025



How to Apply for OPCW Events

29HZS ČR16.12.2024

Way how to attend OPCW courses 

Go to OPCW website: www.opcw.org

• Log in

• Click on Calendar / Eventus

• Choose a course

• Confirmation from National Authority is required

Possibility to work / participate in the OPCW events
East Europe region has one of the smallest
representation at the OPCW

http://www.opcw.org/


Conclusion
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Youth generation

Work internationally = take your chance to learn and travel

Learn to balance a dream and a job, until your dream becomes your job
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Thank you for your attention
Ladislava Navrátilová

Email: ladislava.navratilova@hzscr.cz
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